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I am truly excited by this special assignment from— and for— the close companions of two great historians, to conduct a Memory Walk with Professor MGS. 
There may be few here who saw Professor K.V. Krishna Ayyar, and there may be few who have not met Professor MGS. No student of Kerala History can ignore the seminal works of K.V.K. and his favorite student and disciple, M.G.S. Moreover, surely no one who met them can ever forget them. 
We warmly invite the companions of beloved MGS to share their fondest memories, strengthening our familial bond at this reunion. 
I would like to initiate this conversation under three sections: 
1. Remembering Prof. K.V. Krishna Ayyar 
2. The Contributions of KVK and MGS to Studies of the History and Heritage of Calicut 
3. MGS: A Memory Walk 
 
Section 1: K.V. Krishna Ayyar, MA, LT. (1894–1982) 
KVK was born in 1894 in Vekkamadom near Koodallur, Palakkad district. In Calicut, he joined Zamorin’s Guruvayoorappan College as Professor of History after earning his Masters and LT (Licentiate in Teaching) qualifications. At that time, it was an Intermediate College affiliated to Madras University under the Court of Wards. The Department of History had courses in Ancient, Modern, and Indian History. His colleague was T.V. Rayarappa Kurup, BA, LT. 
KVK’s broad historical readings inspired him to pursue research, a rare quality which influenced students like MGS, who saw KVK as a role model. It is to his credit that two of his students,  
P.P. Ummer Koya and C.H. Muhammed Koya, became Ministers of Education. 
KVK served on advisory boards for the Kerala District Gazetteers, Kerala Regional Records Survey, Kerala Archaeology, and the Kerala History Association. He was the first Principal of Sree Sankara College, Kalady. 
His relatives and patrons, Shri Swaminathan and Smt. Radha Narayanan, remembered KVK’s simple life, unique typing style, punctuality, frugality, and deep knowledge of Tamil classics. They honored their “Coimbatore thaththa (കോയമ്പത്തൂർ താത്ത)” as a truly “uncommon man.” 
MGS became KVK’s student at Guruvayoorappan College in 1947, choosing history against his doctor father’s wishes. Though a voracious reader, literature—especially poetry—was his first love. Yet KVK’s dynamic teaching style, field trips to historic sites and museums, made history come alive for MGS. 
KVK continued his passion after retirement, volunteering for guided history tours for the Indian History Congress. MGS credited KVK with “opening the doors of History” to him. Padma Shri  
K.K. Mohammed, praised him as both a historian and an archaeologist. 
KVK contributed many radio talks, articles, and books. His magnum opus, The Zamorins of Calicut (1938), written at the Zamorins’ request and dedicated to the Raja, has been published in several editions, including by the University of Calicut in 1999. A Short History of Kerala (1965) became a standard collegiate textbook. His study on the Guruvayoor temple was republished as The Cult of Guruvayoor (2004) by his family. 
He presented notable research papers at the All India Oriental Conference—an organization coordinating oriental and Indianist studies. He presented on ‘Kerala Temples’, ‘Death-riders of Kerala’, and the ‘Etymology of “Zamorins’, ‘Kerala Mamankam’ ‘Temple festivals’, ‘Chathan - Devil or Diesease?’, and ‘Cera History’. 
KVK’s works were widely cited in India and abroad. He spent his last years in Palakkad and passed away in Coimbatore in 1982. We are grateful that his family honours his legacy with this endowment at the Calicut Heritage Forum. 
 
Section 2: Contributions of KVK and MGS to the History and Heritage of Calicut 
MGS is celebrated for his empirical rigor, critical methodology, and paradigm-shifting impact on historiography in Kerala and South India. He continued the pioneering studies on the history and heritage of Calicut, from where KVK left off. 
MGS contributed widely through speeches, articles, books, and collected works. Notable examples include: 
· Kerala Charitrathinte Adisthan Silakal (1970, Malayalam) 
· Cultural Symbiosis in Kerala (1972) 
· IHC Calicut Souvenir (Ed.); and the booklet ‘Kerala Through the Ages’ (1976) 
· Souvenir of Malabar Mahotsav (Ed.) (1993) 
· Kozhikkodinte Katha (2001, Malayalam) 
· Calicut: City of Truth Revisited (2006) 
· Kerala Charithrathile 10 kallakkathakal (2016) 
These works inspired numerous micro-history studies on Calicut, imprinting the invisible three-letter watermark of “MGS” on all the major studies on Calicut’s history and heritage. 
Section 3: MGS: A Memory Walk 
MGS lived in a hybrid world—an inquisitive observer in the pre-independence period, an active intervener post-independence, transitioning quickly from analog to the era of digital gadgets. However, he struggled with pinching medical accessories during minor ailments! 
A hard-bound Webster’s Dictionary always sat on his HoD table, and his open door always welcomed students, teachers, old friends, and strangers. Surrounded by independent thinkers, his office and the department library became debating clubs in the Campus. Everyone was equal, and discussions endured until late at the canteen—where MGS insisted students never pay. 
Then began overnight sessions at his quarters. No one knows when these interactions would end, or the final conversation will end before the dawn. He would turn all his friends into students, and all students into friends. Perhaps that is why Prof. P. Raveendran, the Vice-Chancellor, called MGS “the Guru of the University.” 
MGS initiated novel academic programs, and thanks to his leadership, the department became an internationally recognized research center. He was instrumental in spreading the spirit of modern historical research, associating the University with major organizations like UGC, ICHR, ICSSR, IHC, SIHC, and strengthening ties with affiliated colleges. 
It was through sessions organized by my mentor, Prof. P.P. Sudhakaran, that I first met MGS, a connection he recalled in his autobiography, and which continued throughout his life. When my Ph.D. program was under discussion, MGS suggested an in-depth study of the Vanjeri Grandhavari, edited and published as part of the Calicut University Historical Series. As a research assistant, I had already based my M.Phil. dissertation on those palm-leaf documents, which revealed the workings of Kerala’s medieval feudal system. The ‘feudal debate’ dominated among historians then, and MGS entrusted me with the thesis that earned my doctorate. It felt as if the Guru himself sacrificed his thumb to empower the student—a reversal of Ekalavya’s Guru Dakshina. Such was my debt to MGS. 
Together, we travelled extensively across the country. Frequent weekend car journeys to and from Bangalore were accompanied by Malayalam poems, which MGS loved to sing along with. 
One day, at a bend in the ghat forest, we encountered a tusker. Swerving to the right, fear accompanied us as we silently descended all the nine hairpin bends. Vyloppilli’s “Sahyante Makan,” the emotional poem flashed through my mind. I was amazed as MGS began to recite the entire poem, which climaxes with a forest officer shooting a musth elephant in a festival crowd. Such profound silence was rare, except on visits to sick friends or bereavements. In his final days, MGS recalled Changampuzha’s poem on enduring pain.  
In many of the wonderful longer trips, we had other travel companions including Prof. M.P. Sridharan and Advocate Raveendran.   
Efforts to honor MGS continue: 
· The MGS History Foundation was launched by students from the 1976–78 PG batch to promote historical research from their Kozhikode headquarters. 
· A festschrift, Irreverent History, edited by Kesavan Veluthat and Donald Davis Jr., was released in August 2014. 
· The newly founded MGS Foundation in Malaparamba is meant to celebrates his public interventions. 
· The Malayalam periodical ‘Paadabhetham’ dedicated an edition to MGS’s philosophical worldview; we hope to see it published as a book. 
Before I end this virtual walk, let me offer my heartfelt pranams to Premiechi from this dais. 
Thank you, Calicut History Forum; thank you all for listening to me, and thank you, Calicut. 
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